THE UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE

2010 DEFENSE PENTAGON
WASHINGTON, BC 20301-3010

0cT 2 2000

Dear l'l!m Pertaoss:
In the waks of our nation’s recent thiR 1o & war footing, [ would Jike to take this

OpPartInity to express ry graninde for the tremendous conbibmtions your compuaies
make ta ouy astion’s secusity. If past conflicts we any guide, your products will prove
just ax indispensabic to our suctexs in the arducus tsk aheud 33 the superd young
Amegicsns who will operaie and uglize them.

[ would aluo like w siress, during thiz nationsd emergency, the importunce of the use of
discreton (n all the public stements, press releasax, and communications made by your
respective compaaies, and by your mujor suppliers. As we il know, even seemingty
innocuous industrial infonmation can roveal much about militgy setvites and indentions
to tha tralned intelligence colleetor. Statistical, production, aomtracting, and delivery
information can comvey a tremendous amount of information that hostile intelligence
organizatdons might find relevant. Sacretary of Defense Rumafeld has recently stressed
the importance of secutdty in this new nelional environment, This is doubly important in
light of the potentinily domestic naturs of the threst at hand,

Thank you again for your hard work and contributions, and for thoee of yout rexpective
work forved, Topelher we will prevail.

Sincerety,
6(.%"(7

E.C. "Per=" Aldridge, Jr.

Under Secretary of Defense (AT&L)



